
DISTRICT ASSESSMENT PLAN
Revised January 2023



Why Do We Assess?

The Rolla 31 School District will use high-quality assessments as one indication of the success and quality of the district’s education program.
Further, the Board of Education (BoE) recognizes its obligation to provide for and administer assessments as required by law. The BoE directs the
superintendent or designee to create procedures to govern assessments consistent with law and board policy.

In cooperation with the administrative and instructional staff, the BoE will regularly review student performance data and use this information to
evaluate the effectiveness of the district’s instructional programs, adjusting as necessary.

The district will comply with all assessment requirements for students with disabilities mandated by federal and state law, including the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), as outlined in board policy IL-1.

District Assessment Plan

The superintendent or designee shall ensure that the district has a written assessment plan that will test competency in the subject areas of
English, reading, language arts, science, mathematics, social studies and civics, as required by law.

The purposes of the district wide assessment plan are to facilitate and provide information for the following:

1. To produce information about relative student achievement so that parents/guardians, students and teachers can monitor academic
progress.

2. To serve as a tool for implementing the district's student guidance program.

3. To provide data that will assist in the preparation of recommendations for instructional program changes to:

a. Help teachers with instructional decisions, plans and changes regarding classroom objectives and program implementation.

b. Help the professional staff formulate and recommend instructional policy.

c. Help the Board of Education adopt instructional policies.

4. To provide indicators of the progress of the district and individual schools toward established goals; i.e., Comprehensive School
Improvement Plan (CSIP), Strategic Plan and Goals for Education.

5. To ensure the district obtains and maintains accreditation.

There shall be broad-based involvement of staff and others with appropriate expertise in the development of the assessment program and its
implementation. Instructional staff will be given training and responsibilities in coordinating the program. Every effort will be made to ensure
that testing contributes to the learning process rather than detracts from it and that cultural bias does not affect the accuracy of assessments.
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Participation and Parental Notice

At the beginning of each school year, the district shall notify the parents/guardians of each student that the district will provide, upon request
and in a timely manner, information regarding any state or district policy regarding student participation in any assessments. Such notice shall
include information about state or local policies that would allow students to opt out of assessments. Missouri has no such policy, and the
district expects all students to participate in all district or statewide assessments.

In order to achieve the purposes of the student assessment program and comply with state and federal law, the district requires all enrolled
students to participate in all applicable aspects of the district assessment program, including statewide assessments.

The district shall post on the district's website and, where practicable, on the website of each school in the district for each grade level in the
district, information on any assessments required by state or federal law, including any assessments required by the district. The information
shall include the subject matter being assessed, the purpose for the assessment, the source of the requirement for the assessment, and where
the information on the assessment is available. The information shall also include the amount of time students will spend taking the
assessments, the schedule for the assessments, and the time and format for disseminating the results, when available.

The district will provide parents/guardians information, if available, on the level of achievement and academic growth of the student on each of
the statewide assessments in which the student participates. The district will provide the information in an understandable and uniform format
and, to the extent possible, the information will be written in a language the parent/guardian can understand. If it is not practical to provide
written translations to parents/guardians, the information shall be orally translated for them. Upon request by a parent/guardian with a
disability, the district will provide the information in an alternate format that is accessible to the parent/guardian.

Components of the District Assessment Program

Assessment in the Rolla 31 School District is systematic, multi-dimensional, and designed to address the needs of students and provide insights to
teachers. Accordingly, the district strives to develop a local assessment plan which will supplement state-level testing without duplicating it. A
balanced assessment plan should address the needs of students and provide insights to teachers regarding what learning has and has not been
mastered. Data from assessments should be used to diagnose areas of strength and to customize instruction to address student needs.

The District Assessment Program includes the following components:

● Nationwide Assessments

● Statewide Assessments

● District Assessments

● Supplemental Assessments

● Classroom/Teacher Assessment
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Nationwide Assessments

If chosen, the district will participate in the National Assessment of Educational Progress as required by law.

Statewide Assessments

The Missouri State Board of Education and the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) define the Missouri Assessment
Program (MAP) for all public school systems in the state of Missouri. The Missouri Assessment Program consists of the following components:

Statewide Assessments

Assessment
Name

Grade Purpose How Data are Used and Shared Assessment
Window

MAP- Grade
Level
Assessments
(GLA)

Grades 3-8
(ELA &
Math)

Grades 5 &
8 (Science)

To assess individual and group achievement in
communication arts, mathematics, and
science. To assess our curriculum and
effectiveness of teaching in meeting the
Missouri Learning Standards.

Performance data are returned to districts in
the fall of the school year following testing.
Student-level reports are provided to families.
Data is used at the state level for
accountability and at the
district/school/classroom level to monitor and
improve instructional programs.

Spring

MAP-Alternate
(MAP-A) or
(DLM)

3-8, 10, &
11

The Missouri Assessment Program-Alternate
Assessment (MAP-A) is administered to
students with the most significant cognitive
disabilities who meet grade level and
eligibility criteria that are determined by the
student's Individualized Education Program
(IEP) team using DESE-established eligibility
criteria.

Performance data are returned to districts in
the fall of the school year following testing.
Student-level reports are provided to families.
Data is used at the state level for
accountability and at the
district/school/classroom level to monitor and
improve instructional programs.

Winter thru
Spring

MAP End-of 9-12 As part of the state assessment plan,
end-of-course summative assessments

Performance data are returned to districts in
the fall of the school year following testing.

Fall and/or
Spring
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Course Exams
(EOC)

Alg I

Eng II

Bio

Govt

provide information regarding student
attainment of Missouri
Course-Level-Expectations (CLEs) in English
Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and
Social Studies.

Student-level reports are provided to families.
Data is used at the state level for
accountability and at the
district/school/classroom level to monitor and
improve instructional programs.

Missouri/U.S.
Constitution
Proficiency
Assessments

11 As part of Missouri state graduation
requirements, students must demonstrate
proficiency on the provisions and principles of
the Missouri and U.S. constitutions.

Successful performance on the assessments is
a requirement for graduation. The transcript
indicates student status regarding this test.

Fall or Spring

Missouri Civics 11 The Missouri Civics Education Initiative
passed by the MO Legislature June 2016,
requires any student entering 9th grade after
July 1, 2017 to pass an examination on the
provisions and principles of American civics.

Successful performance on the assessments is
a requirement for graduation. The transcript
indicates student status regarding this test.

Fall or Spring

WIDA Screener K-12 As part of federal requirements, districts are
required to identify incoming students who
qualify as English Language Learners (ELLs).
Screening within the first 30 days of school or
10 days from enrollment date if enrollment is
after the first 30 days of school.

Every potential ELL identified by the Language
Survey is required to be screened. Data are
used to determine supports for each
individual student

Fall, Ongoing

WIDA ACCESS
for ELLs 2.0

K-12 Students eligible for ELL services Data is returned to districts in the spring of
the school year. Student-level reports are
provided to families. Data are used at the state
level for accountability and at the district

/school/classroom level to monitor and
improve instructional programs.

Winter
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Kindergarten
Observation
Form (KOF)

K The KOF is a one-time assessment designed
to measure a child's skills and behaviors
within the first few weeks of entering
kindergarten.

Data reported by teachers in the KOF
assessment platform and reported to DESE.

Fall

District Assessments

In addition to required state tests, a variety of locally-determined district assessments are used in Rolla Public Schools(RPS). Assessments are
reviewed annually and are selected according to identified needs and priorities. When appropriate, assessments are selected which can provide
information for a variety of needs. Examples of criteria used when considering assessments include:

● Relationship to RPS defined purposes/areas of measure

● Impact/Benefits/Utility

● Quality/Reliability/Validity/Bias

● Design (purpose, intended population, required time, cost/resources, delivery method, item types, etc.)

● Continuity of data between assessments and over time

● Limitations

Local Assessments

Assessment
Name

Grade Purpose How Data are Used and Shared Assessment
Window

Developmental
Indicators for
the
Assessment of
Learning
(DIAL-4)

3 years -
pre-k

To screen in basic areas of child development

for determination of strengths and needs,
especially in the area of language.

Parents are given a copy of a developmental
screening report and are also provided with
resource materials and recommendations
based on the screening results. The parent
educator may further discuss screening
results during a home visit with the family.

Fall and/or
Spring
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Renaissance
STAR Early
Literacy

K-1 To assess students' emerging reading skills. Provides teacher and administrators data for
diagnosing individual and group progress and
needs. Results are part of district reading
progress updates.

Winter,
Spring

Renaissance
STAR Reading

1-9 Students are assessed 3 or more times
annually to measure student learning in
reading and math. This nationally-normed
computer adaptive assessment provides
valuable information to teachers and students
regarding growth and progress toward skill
attainment.

Performance data are available in near-real
time and are used to adjust daily instruction.
Overall scores can be generated along with
specific reporting at the learning standard
level. As required by Missouri statute (Section
167.950,RSMo.), STAR, in conjunction with
other identified assessments, will serve as a
universal screening tool for dyslexia.

Fall, Winter,
Spring

Renaissance
STAR Math

1-8 Fall, Winter,
Spring

NWEA 2-9 The purpose of the NWEA MAP Growth test is
to determine what each student knows and is
ready to learn next. MAP Growth is designed
to measure student achievement in the
moment and growth over time.

The MAP® Growth™ interim assessments are
administered up to three times a year to get
an accurate view of how much each student
has grown over time and what students are
ready to learn.

Fall, Winter,
Spring

Cognitive
Abilities Test
(CogAT)

2 The Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) screener
measures students’ learned reasoning abilities
and problem-solving skills.

CogAT scores are used in the Gifted Education
identification process and provide classroom
teachers with important information about
student skills and readiness.

Spring

Physical Fitness
Assessment

5, 7, 9 To provide information regarding students'
fitness in areas of aerobic capacity, abdominal
strength/endurance, upper body strength,
flexibility, and body composition.

Physical education teachers use results to
determine if students meet health and fitness
requirements and adjust curriculum as
needed. Results are also reported to DESE.

Fall, Spring
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Supplemental Assessments

The following assessments are used for purposes noted. Participation in these assessments may, in some cases, be optional.

Supplemental Assessments

Assessment
Name

Grade Purpose How Data are Used and Shared Assessment
Window

EasyCBM K-6 Benchmarking and progress monitoring
assessments used to estimate students'
reading and math performance.

Teacher teams use results in building level
learning support meetings as one source of
data to identify students who may need
supplemental literacy and math support.

Ongoing

Rapid
Automatized
Naming (RAN)

K Individually administered measures designed to
estimate an individual's ability to recognize a
visual symbol relationship such as a letter or
color and name it accurately and rapidly.

Teacher teams use results in building level
learning support meetings as one source of
data to identify students who may need
supplemental literacy support. Serves as
diagnostic reading assessment data used in
classroom instructional planning.

Ongoing

Really Great
Reading
Assessments

K-3 Assessments used to estimate students'
pre-decoding and early decoding skills,
foundational literacy skills, as well as simple
and complex decoding skills.

Ongoing

Wechsler
Intelligence
Scale V
(WISC-V)

2-7 The WISC-V is an individually administered
intelligence test that generates a Full-Scale IQ,
representing a child's general intellectual
ability.

Data is used within the gifted identification
process. Student results are shared with school
and parents.

Ongoing

American
College Test
(ACT)

8-12 RPS offers the ACT to all 11th grade students.
ACT provides student information to assist
with planning for post high school experiences.

Student-level reports are provided to families
approximately 3-8 weeks following the testing
date. District-wide performance data are
returned to districts in the fall of the school

Spring
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In addition to an overall Composite score,
students receive sub-test scores in the areas of
English, mathematics, reading and science
Reasoning.

year following testing. Data is used at the state
level for accountability and at the
district/school/classroom level to monitor and
improve instructional programs.

PreACT 10 The PreACT provides students with a realistic
ACT test experience & predicts ACT
performance. A total of 4 subject areas are
assessed: English, reading, math and science.

Results are sent home and also placed in the
Career-College Planning Portfolio. Results are
reviewed during sophomore interviews. RPS
staff utilize the results for academic planning.

Ongoing

Preliminary
Scholastic
Aptitude Test
(PSAT)

10, 11 Measures verbal reasoning, critical reading,
math problem solving, and writing skills.

Serves as the screening test for National Merit
Scholarship Corporation scholarship and
recognition programs.

Fall

Armed Services
Vocational
Aptitude
Battery
(ASVAB)

10 To gain information on students' vocational
interests and potential vocational aptitudes
that can also be aligned with military
occupations.

Counselors give reports/results to students for
use in career exploration.

Fall

Advanced
Placement (AP)

9-12 AP exams measure student mastery of content
in Advanced Placement courses.

Reports are distributed to students. Students
may share results with colleges and
universities as some colleges and universities
award college credit for AP class completion
and meeting score requirements.

Spring

Classroom/Teacher Assessments

Common assessments are given across the district by groups of teachers teaching the same content areas. Common assessments are most
frequently given at the end of units or at benchmark periods. The purpose of these assessments is to assess student performance in order to
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inform instruction and determine student needs for further instruction, intervention, or enrichment. Assessments often take the form of
pre/post assessments to also measure student growth.

Additionally, teachers utilize formative assessments which are used to provide quick feedback and guide next steps in the learning progression.
Teachers document student learning and growth by collecting information through observations and student work. Classroom-based assessment
includes, but is not limited to, the following practices:

Teacher Observation

● Exit Slips

● Quizzes and Tests

● Performance Assessments

● Projects

● Labs and Experiments

● Participation

● Checklists

● Rubrics and Scoring Guides

● Discussions

● Interest Inventories

Guidelines for Students with Disabilities

In 2004 the reauthorization of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) provided clear direction for including students with
disabilities in state assessment programs. The Missouri Assessment Program (MAP) should be appropriate for all students; therefore, the State
Department of Elementary and and Secondary Education has provided information to help IEP Teams with the decision-making process for
individual students. The following summary is intended to provide guidelines to the IEP Teams during this process.

If the IEP Team is faced with the question of whether the MAP-Alternate (MAP-A) and/or Dynamic Learning MAP should be used, the decision
must be based on the goals for the student's instruction. Students with disabilities whose instructional goals are expected to lead to typical work
experiences should take the MAP. Students who are working toward functional goals such as self-care and life skills will participate in the MAP-A
alternate assessment and/or Dynamic Learning MAP Assessment.

Students with disabilities should participate in all subject areas in which they are receiving instruction in the content-oriented Missouri Learning
Standards. Decisions about participation should be based upon the actual instruction in the content-oriented Missouri Learning Standards and
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not based on program setting, category of disability, or percentage of time in the regular classroom. Special education students should be
included for any content area of the MAP for which that student receives instruction, regardless of where that instruction occurs.

All decisions regarding participation and accommodations/adaptations must be made by the IEP Team and documented in the IEP. Reasons for
exclusion from testing must also be documented. The basic guideline is to always assume that every student, even those with disabilities (or
handicapping conditions, if the student is a Section 504 Plan student) will participate in standardized testing, though possibly with modifications.

Guidelines for ELL Students

The ACCESS for ELLs assessment allows educators, students, and families to monitor students’ progress in acquiring academic English in the
domains of speaking, listening, reading, and writing and will be aligned with the WIDA English Language Development (ELD) Standards. The
assessment is required for K-12 students who are English Learners (ELs).

Professional Development

RPS believes that comprehensive, on-going professional learning is central to school improvement and student success. To that end, RPS
professional learning promotes continuous professional growth in a supportive environment by enhancing the knowledge and skills of all staff,
with the expectation that doing so will also raise the levels of student performance.

The topics related to state and district-wide assessment which will be addressed in professional learning offerings include:

● utilization of data results as a means to make program, instructional, curricular, and programmatic decisions;

● utilization of student assessment data to determine changes needed to improve subgroup performance;

● analysis of data to determine strengths and weaknesses;

● teaching of test-taking strategies;

● identification of learner skills and differentiation needs;

● providing effective feedback;

● creating assessments and associated rubrics or scoring guides;

● involving students in the assessment process;

Test Taking-Skills

Teachers provide students with a variety of experiences throughout the school year that prepare them for standardized assessments. They
incorporate performance tasks, scoring guides, open-ended responses, and selected-response assessments into their classroom work. Unit
assessments and homework assignments include varied question formats, so students are familiar with multiple ways of responding. Through
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these experiences, students develop a sense of using rubrics to assess many forms of writing across the curriculum, practice strategies for
approaching various types of items, and evaluate sample responses.

Teachers have access to MAP released items, when provided by the DESE, scoring guides, and other practice items. The curriculum in the Rolla 31
School District is purposefully aligned with the Missouri Learning Standards and the Missouri Frameworks. This alignment of a dynamic
curriculum, coupled with instructional strategies that support all students' learning, ensures Rolla 31 students are well prepared to "show what
they know" on both large-scale and classroom-based assessments.

Test Integrity and Security

Accurate information about student performance is integral to the district's mission of improving student achievement. In order to make sure the
information is valid, the district must protect the integrity of the testing process. This policy shall become part of the district assessment plan. All
staff associated with the assessment process are responsible for understanding and implementing the security measures in this policy. For the
purposes of this policy, "staff associated with the assessment process" includes test coordinators, examiners, translators, proctors and any district
staff who have responsibilities in providing, monitoring or overseeing student testing as designated by the superintendent or designee.

The Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum, Instruction, and Professional Development serves as District Testing Coordinator. Assessment is
coordinated at the building level by a guidance counselor and/or principal, who is also responsible for providing in-service training on the
assessment program to staff. Board Policy ILA addresses test security and administration, which will be reviewed annually with all faculty.

Assessment Policies and Procedures

While the District Assessment Plan outlines the purpose and types of assessments used, RPS recognizes the importance of all associated Board of
Education policies that govern our procedures and practices. These can be found on our district website.

● Policy IL-1: ASSESSMENT PROGRAM

● Administrative Procedure IL-AP(1)

● Administrative Procedure IL-AP(2)

● Policy ILA: TEST INTEGRITY AND SECURITY
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https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=3700&revid=19dslshD4iHo1ftslshgM9DsGIeg==&ptid=amIgTZiB9plushNjl6WXhfiOQ==&secid=qo79RxbUbdO3GjATNVIJ7Q==&PG=6&IRP=0
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=3700&revid=OxO6K1JeBtCITt0YUQCXnA==&ptid=amIgTZiB9plushNjl6WXhfiOQ==&secid=qo79RxbUbdO3GjATNVIJ7Q==&PG=6&IRP=0
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=3700&revid=gmJYuCp8FJmWPSeokslshEnslshA==&ptid=amIgTZiB9plushNjl6WXhfiOQ==&PG=6
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=3700&revid=g5aZh1WMWslshaHRlAEYNDMxw==&ptid=amIgTZiB9plushNjl6WXhfiOQ==&PG=6

